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Volunteers of America Week 

Proclamation 3968. March 5, 1970 

By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

For more than seventy years, the Volunteers of America 
has served Cod by helping man. To honor the admirable 
work of this organization which has helped to place hope 
in countless human hearts, and to encourage continued 
support of its programs, the Congress, by House Joint 
.Resolution JO, has requested the President to issue a 
proclamation designating the second week of March 1970 
as Volunteers of America Week. 

Now, Therefore, I, Richard Nixon, President of 
the United St rues of America, do hereby so designate the 
second week of March 1970. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifth day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the one hundred ninety-fourth. 

Richard Nixon 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:29 p.m., 
March 5, 1970] 

/ 

Protection and Enhancement of 
Environmental Quality 

Executive Order 11514. March 5, 1970 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and in furtherance of the purpose and 
policy of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(Public Law No. 91-190, approved January 1, 1970), 

it is ordered as follows: 

Section 1, Policy. The Federal Government shall pro- 
vide leadership in prolecting and enhancing the quality 
oi fi>« Nation's environment to sustain and enrich human 
hf* IS dei. d .igenoirs shall initiate measures needed to 
duel iht ii (KilitKi, jilaiei and programs so as to niret. 
national environmental goals. The Council on Environ- 
mental Quality, through the Chairman, shall advise and 
assist the President in leading this national effort. 

Sec. 2. Responsibilities of Federal agencies. Consonant 
with Title I of the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969, hereafter referred to as the “Act”, the heads of 
Federal agencies shall: 

(a) Monitor, evaluate, and control on a continuing 
basis their agencies’ activities so as to protect and enhance 
the quality of the environment. Such activities shall in- 
clude i hose directed to controlling pollution and enhancing 
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progr.nu objectives which may affect the quality of the 
environment. Agencies shall develop programs and mcas- 
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urcs to protect and enhance environmenta. qua. '/ ann 
shall assess progress in meeting the specific oUer.tivcs of 
such activities. Heads of agencies shall consult wile appio- 
priatc Federal, State and local agencies in cm eying 
out their activities as they affect the quality of the 
environment. 

(b) Develop procedures to ensure the fullest practica- 
ble provision of timely public information and understand- 
ing of Federal plans and programs with environmental 
impact in order to obtain the views of interested parties! 
The.se procedures shall include, whenever appropti.de, 
provision for public hearings, and shall provide the public 
with relevant information, including information on alter- 
native courses of action, federal agencies shall also 
encourage State and local agencies to adopt similar pro- 
cedures for informing the public concerning their activities 
affecting the quality of the environment. 

(c) Insure that information regarding existing or po- 
tential environmental problems and control methods de- 
veloped as part of research, development, demonstration, 
test, or evaluation activities is made available to Federal 
agencies, States, counties, municipalities, institutions, and 
other entities, as appropriate. 

(d) Review their agencies’ stain lory authority, ad- 
ministrative regulations, policies, and procemircs, includ- 
ing those relating to loans, grams, conn. iris, leases, 
licenses, or permits, in order to identify .my w'iu icnrics or 
inconsistencies therein which prohibit or limit mil com- 
pliance with the purposes and provisions of the Act. A 
report on this review and the corrective actions taker, or 
planned, including such measures to he proposed r o the 
President as may be necessary to bring their authority and 
policies into conformance with the intent, purposes, and 
procedures of the Act, shall be provided to the v.ouncil 
on Environmental Quality not later than September 1, 
1970. 

(e) Engage in exchange of data and research results, 
and cooperate witli agencies of other governments to 
foster tiic purposes of the Act. 

(f) Proceed, in coordination wit it other ugrui ics, with 
actions required by section 102 of the Ait. 

Sec. It. Responsibilities of Council on 
Quality. The ( louneil on Knvironnicm.i! y >•...[ c, d‘.d ! 

(a) Evaluate existing and proposed [»>hi id a tiv 

ides of the Federal Government directed to pie control 
of pollution and the enhancement of the environment, and 
to the accomplishment of other objectives which ai.ect tne 
quality of the environment. This shall include continuing 
review of procedures employed in the development ana en- 
forcement of Federal standards affecting environmental 
quality. Based upon such evaluations the Council shr.il, 
where appropriate, recommend to the President poke.es 
and programs to achieve more effective protection wd 
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appropriate, seek resolution of significant environmental 
issues. 
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.( b .). Recommend to the President and to the agencies 
priorities among programs designed for the control of 
pollution and for enhancement of the environment. 

(c) Determine the need for new policies and programs 
for dealing with environmental problems not being ade- 
quately addressed. 

(d) Conduct, as it determines to be appropriate, pub- 
lic hearings or conferences on issues of environmental 
significance. 

(e) Promote the development and use of indices and 
monitoring systems ( 1 ) to assess environmental condi- 
tions and trends, (2) to predict the environmental im- 
pact of proposed public and private actions, and (3) to 
determine the effectiveness of programs for protecting and 
enhancing environmental quality. 

(f) Coordinate Federal programs related to environ- 
mental quality. 

(_g) Advise and assist the President and the agencies in 
achieving international cooperation for dealing with en- 
vironmental problems, under the foreign policy guidance 
of the Secretary of State. 

(h) Issue guidelines to Federal agencies for the pre- 
paration of detailed statements on proposals for legisla- 
tion and other Federal actions affecting the environment, 
as required hy section 102(2) (C) of the Act. 

(i) Issue such other instructions to agencies, and re- 
quest such reports and other information from them, as 

may be required to carry out the Council’s responsibilities 
under the Act. 

vj) Assist the President in preparing the annual En- 
vironmental Quality Report provided for in section 201 
o t the Act. 

(k) Foster investigations, studies, surveys, research, 
and analyses relating to (i ) ecological systems and environ- 
mental quality, (ii) the impact of new and changing 
technologies thereon, and (Hi) means of preventing or 
iv, “icing adverse, effects from such technologies. 

N . ^ of E.O. 11472. Executive Order 

/“• Ma >' 19 (if), including the heading 

thereof, is hereby amended: 

(!) By substituting for the term “the Environmental 
Quality Council”, wherever it occurs, the following: “the 
Cabinet Committee on the Environment”. 

(-) By substituting for the term “the Council” 
Committee" ^ f ° llowing: “ thc Cabin{ * 

( 3 ) By inserting in subsection (f) of section 101, after 
udget, , the following: “the Director of the Office of 

science and Technology,”. 

(4) By substituting for subsection (g) of section 101 

tnc i of lowing: 

T lk ‘ S a , irman of thc Council ^ Environmental 

< -'-iiiliiillcc. — 
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(5) By deleting subsection (c) of section 102. 

(6) By substituting for “thc Office of Science and 
Technology”, in section 104, thc following: “the Council 
on Environmental Quality (established by Public Law 
91-190)”. 

(7 ) By substituting for “ (hereinafter referred to as the 
Committee )”, in section 201, thc following: “(herein- 
after referred to as thc ‘Citizens’ Committee’)”. 

(0) By substituting for thc term “thc Committee”, 
wherever it occurs, the following: “thc Citizens’ 
Committee”. 

Richard Nixon 

Thc White House 
March 5, 1970 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 2:29 pm 
March 5, 1970] 


Family Assistance Program 


Statement by the President Following Approval of the 
Family Assistance Act of 1970 by the House Ways and 
Means Committee. March 5, 1970 


1 he prompt and favorable action of thc House Ways 
and Means Committee on thc administration’s proposals 
for reforming our failing welfare system is most gratifying 
and encouraging. 

I have great confidence in this legislation; I believe 
it provides the best method for reversing thc trend toward 
greater welfare dependency. I am most happy that thc 
Ways and Means Committee — after conducting its own 
searching investigation — has reached a similar conclusion. 

Very few questions will come before this Congress that 
aic more important than welfare reform. Without a basic, 
conceptual change in our welfare system, we can expect 
only that welfare rolls will continue to grow and that 
costs will inevitably skyrocket, I hope that thc members 
of both parties in both Houses of thc Congress will follow 
thc lead of thc Ways and Means Committee so that our 
Nation can avoid that misfortune. 

While thc initial, start-up” costs of this program arc 
higher than our present welfare costs, I am confident that 
we can afford this program and that it is consistent with 
a responsible fiscal policy. I would not support the pro- 
gram unless that were the case. It is my view, in fact, that 
responsible fiscal policy demands rapid welfare reform, 
for such reform will enable us to make significant long-run 
savings. The question is not whether we can afford this 
legislation, but whether we can afford to go on without it. 

A central point of the new program is that only those 
who arc willing to take a job or to enter training are cligi- 
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would lie structured to reward those people who take jobs, 
i iillx i than penalizing them as does the present system 



